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OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  df 

(Dr.  L.  UriSWORTH) 

FOR  1941. 


' ' the  Ghairman  and  Members  of  the  BLACKROD  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Lady  and  Gentlemrn. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Blaekrod  Urban  District  for  the 
year  1941. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  (Acres) 

2392-394 

Population  (Census  1931)  ... 

8,599 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

906 

Rateable  Value 

£11,142 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£46/8/6 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  during  the  year  1941. 
These  are  delayed  owing  to  War  conditions. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  during  the  year  1940. 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

lllegitmate 


Total 

44 

1 


Males  Females 

29  15 

— 1 


45  29  16 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  Mid- 1940 


15-3 


Total  Males  Females 

Still  Birtbs  ...  1 1 — 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  Birtbs  21. 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  ...  ...  43  21  22 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  14-7 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ; — 

Puerperal  sepsis  nil  Other  puerperal  causes  nil 

Death  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  ...  nil 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  88 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  90 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births  ...  nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  6 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age;  ...  nil 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  1941. 


Total 
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over 

Hospital 

pital 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

10 

2 

1 

4 

3 

9 

Diphtheria 

24 

2 

3 

2 

10 

3 

2 

2 

24 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (includ- 

ing  Paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

1 

Measles.. 

15 

1 

5 

2 

6 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  . . 

6 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Totals  •• 

62 

1 

1 
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5 

5 

B 

38 

2 

5 

Causes  of  Deaths  during  1941. 


Males  Keinales 


Di[)litl)etia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  of  resp.  S3’sfceni  ...  0 

Other  forms  Tuberculosis  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Mouth  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  ...  ...  0 

Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  0 

Cancer  of  all  oiher  sites  ...  ...  3 

Cerebral  conditions  ...  ...  4 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system  ...  I 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  resp.  diseases  ...  ...  0 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  0 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  traffic  accidents  ...  ...  0 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  1 

All  o.her  causes...  ...  ...  3 

Total  27 


Note  : — There  were  14  Dransfei able  deaths  which 
in  the  above. 
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are  included 


Causes  of  Sickness  during  the  year. 

There  were  62  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 

year. 

We  had  24  cases  of  Diphtheria  a number  of  which  were  virulent 
and  there  was  1 death.  All  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital,  On  the 
whole  sickness  was  below  normal,  The  response  to  Diphtheria  Im- 
munisation has  been  very  satisfactory,  but  there  is  still  room  for  im- 
provement, and  179  children  have  been  immunized  against  diphtheria. 


Nursing  Arrangements. 

There  is  1 District  Nurse  who  is  also  the  practising  registered 
midwife. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

For  Smallpox — ^no  provision. 


Other  Infectious  Diseases  ; — Joint  Hospital  situated  at  Fall 
Birch,  Horwich.  with  subscription  in  proportion  to  rateable  value. 
There  are  54  beds  in  all,  but  no  special  number  is  allotted  to  any  one 
district. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a part-time  Medical  Officer, 
and  a Simitary  Inspector  who  is  also  Surveyor. 

A Visiting  Nurse  is  provided  by  the  Bounty. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A Motor  Ambulance  belonging  to  the  District  Council  is  avail- 
able for  all  types  of  cases  apart  from  Infectious  disease,  and  is  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  area.  Infectious  disease  cases  are  removed  by  the 
Motor  Ambulance  belonging  to  the  Fall  Birch  Isolation  Hospital. 

Mortuary. 

The  Mortuary  situated  at  the  Cemetery  is  sufficient  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  district. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

WATsm  Supply. 

(a)  Source  of  supply  : — Own  Waterworks.  Gathering  ground  at 

Rivington  (Moorland.) 

(b)  Condition  : — a good  constant  supply  to  all  houses  in  the 

district. 

(c)  Possibility  of  contamination  : — Although  no  evidence  of  con- 

tamination has  been  discovered  up  to  the  present,  it 
would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  instal  a chlorinating  plant 
at  an  early  date. 


Scavenging. 

This  is  satisfactorily  done  by  Sanitary  Authority. 

Privy  Middens  and  Cesspools  are  emptied  at  regular  intervals. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Method  of  treatment  is  by  land  irrigation.  Character  of  drain- 
age system — combined  and  separate  systems,  whieb  is 
satisfactory  apart  from  the  tendency  of  the  tanks  at  Scot 
Lane  to  overflow  into  the  brook,  following  abnormal 
rainfall. 


Sanitary  Inspections  during  the  year. 

Number  of  premises  visited 
Defects  of  Nuisances  discovered  ... 

Number  abated  ... 

Notices  served  : — Informal  66;  Statutory  nil. 


Legal  proceedings  taken — nil. 


Smoke  Nuisance. 

No  special  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  smoke  abatement. 

Offensive  Trades. 

None  in  the  district. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  no  Public  Slaughterhouses.  There  are  two  private 
ones,  1 registered  and  1 licensed,  but  these  are  of  course 
closed  during  the  present  national  emergency,  except  for 
a few  animals  which  are  slanuhtered  under  a permit  grant- 
ed by  the  Food  Executive  Officer. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse  is 
satisfactorily  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  Onejmotor  refuse 
lorry,  supplemented  by  a horse  and  cart  when  necessary, 
are  employed  on  this  work.  All  waste  paper  is  sorted  and 
bailed,  and  scrap  metal  (tins,  etc.)  stacked  for  periodic  re- 
moval by  the  respective  salvage  merchants. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — None  in  the  District. 


Schools. 


There  are  four  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district,  and  the 
general  conditions  of  sanitation  and  water  supplies  are 
satisfactory.  In  one  of  the  schools  however,  where  tippler 
closets  are.in  use,  some  improvement  could  be  effected. 


Bakehouses. 


There  are  2 retail  bakehouses,  both  of  which  are  periodically 
visited. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 


These  have  been  inspected  and  their  condition  generally  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory,  although  in  one  or  two  instances 
improvements  are  required. 


Factories  and  Workshop 

Number  in  the  district...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bleachworks  (closed  as  factory)...  ...  ...  1 

Weaving  Shed  (closed  as  factory)  ...  ...  1 

Cloggers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wheelwrights  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plumbers  and  Joiners...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspections  ...  5 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  during  the  year — 34. 

Rooms  are  fumigated  with  “Tower”  fumigators,  and  patients 
suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  are  removed  by  Motor 
Ambulance  to  Fall  Birch  Hospital. 


Conveniences  in  the  District. 

Privy  Middens — Middens  ...  ...  ...  83 

Closets  attached  ...  ...  152 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  middens)  ...  ...  4 

Movable  Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  638 

Number  of  Houses  on  water  carriage  system  ...  732 

Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  716 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  16 


Conversions  during  the  Year. 

Privy  Closets  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Houses  at  which  movable  ashbins 

have  been  substituted  for  fixed  receptacles  ...  2 


Housing. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — nil. 

The  geuei'iil  standard  of  housing  for  ihe  working  classes  ic  fan  ; 
many  of  the  houses  are  huilt  of  stone  and  are  old,  and  fnither  im- 
provements are  necessary.  Although  there  is  still  an  acute  shortage 
of  housing  accommodation,  the  position  in  regard  to  overcrowding 
is  noti  especially  detrimental,  since  the  conditions  prevailing  through- 
out the  district  are  more  or  less  satisfactory  based  on  the  overcrowd- 
ing standards  as  scheduled  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Further 
erection  of  houses  is  of  course  in  abeyance  during  the  present 
national  emergency,  Several  of  the  houses  void  on  account  of  the 
tenants  moving  to  more  suitable  houses  have  now  been  re-let  lo 
families  from  bombed  areas. 


Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  the  district. 

Further  privy  conversions,  re-conditioning  and  housing  repairs 
are  in  abeyance  during  the  present  national  emergency. 

Scabies.  There  have  been  a few  cases  of  Scabies  in  the  District 
and  we  have  no  public  facilities  for  cleansing  purposes. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council’s  Officers  for  their 
kind  and  valued  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I am.  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 


Dalton  House,  Westhoughton, 
November,  1942. 


LEO  UNSWORTH,  M.O.H. 


G.  E.  Schofield,  Printer,  Adlington. 


